
In his review 
of James K. A. 
Smith’s book 
Imagining the
Kingdom Mike 
C osp er  con-

cludes: “We don’t just need 
to know the right doctrines; 
we need lives reoriented to 
the right story.”

Lives shaped by their personal participation 
in God’s story will be reoriented, and reorient-
ed lives are desperately needed in our families, 
neighborhoods, and universities today. 

As Peter wraps up the middle section of his 
first letter, he writes, “Finally, all of you, have 
… a tender heart, and a humble mind” (1 Pe-
ter 3:8). A tender heart. A humble mind. These 
are scarce commodities, whether in the home, 
church, or academy. So, how might anyone  
attain the desirable traits of tender hearts and 
humble minds to which Peter exhorts us?  
Answer: by being oriented to God’s story.

 Yesterday I spent the better part of the day 
with my friend Darryl, whom I love dearly. 
Darryl is not like me. He was raised in the 
“hood,” and the first father he knew was him-
self; he fathered a child his junior year of high 
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school. To make a long story short, while in 
prison for dealing cocaine, he encountered the 
grace of God found in God’s son, and Darryl’s 
life became shaped through its orientation to 
God’s story.

Every life touched by God’s grace is reori-
ented. When faced with the racial tensions 
in our world today, I increasingly find myself 
struggling with the question, “Do I care?” It’s 
far easier to debate a particular case, or the 
justness of a given policy, but it’s much more 
challenging to care. And honestly, I’ve been 
surprised to find myself recently growing by 
leaps and bounds in developing a tender heart. 

What is the source of this foreign tender-
ness? I’m learning to care because I’m gaining 
a greater understanding of how much God 
cares for me. I want to understand Darryl’s 
plight because he’s my brother, because God 
wants us to be one, and because I actually love 
him. Both of our lives are growing in tender-
ness because they are increasingly oriented to 
God’s story.

A humble mind? No individual, within or 
outside of the academy, defaults to a humble 
mind, but within the academy a humble mind 
could gain notoriety akin to the eighth won-
der of the world. How could anyone develop 
a humble mind? Answer: by being oriented to 
God’s story. 

Consider God’s story: God knows it all; we 
will always only know in part. All our facilities 

to know are gifts from God. Each breath we 
take while we study is a provision from God. 
And when we are dust in the ground, God will 
provide life to others to discover what we will 
never know. A mind oriented to God’s story 
will be (re)oriented to a humble mind.

A tender heart. A humble mind. Do we not 
all long for our friends, family, political lead-
ers, academic colleagues and mentors, neigh-
bors, and even strangers to have tender hearts 
and humble minds? The world, including our 
universities, would be a vastly more delight-
ful place if populated with tender hearts and 
humble minds.

One way to look at the vision of Faculty 
Commons is this: we would love to be used 

Growth in tenderness comes when we are increas-
ingly oriented to God’s story.

Christian faculty at the University of Utah inspire 
each other and their students.

“God, help me,” cried a suicidal 17-year-old, now 
a Clemson lecturer helping others.

Dr. Heather Holleman explores her seat at the 
Greatest Table with the Greatest King.

Tender Hearts and 
Humble Minds

Reaching Out with 
God’s Love

Defining Moments 
with God

Seated with Christ
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Reaching Out with God’s Love
Ministry Profile: Rob Gunn, University of Utah

Tender Hearts and Humble Minds
 Rick Hove, Faculty Commons Executive Director

University of Utah. Carol Lim was one of the 
first to join the faculty group.

“When I found out this group might exist, I 
was flabbergasted,” Carol remembers. “I didn’t 
know anyone in academia who was a Chris-
tian.” As the Faculty Commons group launched 
at Utah, she discovered other Christians in her 
department and college. Rob found even more 
in the other colleges on campus.

The group now numbers 19 and is still grow-
ing. Rob creates opportunities for these pro-

Dr. Carol Lim walked 
away from God during 
college. Headed for a 
career as a scientist, she 
couldn’t reconcile the 
conflict she saw between 
science and faith. And 

besides, no one else in academia was a follower 
of Jesus. Or so she thought.

For the past 15 years, Carol has taught phar-
maceutics and run a cancer research lab at the 
University of Utah. But in 2007, she was side-
lined by a series of painful health problems. 
During her slow recovery, she began playing 
the piano again. 

If it was science that led Carol away from 
God, it was music that brought her back. She 
was surprised to discover Christian-themed 
music floating into her head, then flowing out 
through her fingers onto the piano keys. “It’s 
like you have an antenna that’s pointing up 
and you are receiving something from God,” 
Carol explains. “I felt like God really wanted 
me to come back to Him. The music mirrored 
the struggles and joys I had about becoming a 
believer again.”

She re-explored the science and faith issues 
and this time discovered the writings of prom-
inent scientists who are also Christians. Her 
faith now restored and newly vital, Carol still 
thought she was the only Christian professor 
on campus. Until she met Faculty Commons 
staff representative Rob Gunn.

Rob also was a college science instructor 
when he became a Christian at 26. He eventu-
ally joined Cru’s student ministry staff, then 
in 2007 he launched a faculty ministry at the 

fessors to have spiritual conversations with 
students and other faculty. Carol and her col-
leagues reach out to troubled students with the 
love of Jesus. Two female graduate students in 
her department have now become Christians 
and are growing in their faith. “Carol is a real 
inspiration to the other faculty,” Rob says. 

Carol in turn is grateful for Rob. “He was  
a person who helped solidify my faith in the 
beginning when I came back to God. I’m super 
thankful that he was there.” 

by God to play a part in sending tens of thou-
sands of Christ-following professors all over 
the world, men and women whose lives are so 
oriented to God’s story that they are known for 
tender hearts and humble minds. We believe 
tender hearts and humble minds constitute an 
unimaginably great gift to the world, one pow-
erful enough to shape the world today, and 
tomorrow. 

Executive Director of Faculty Commons since 
2005, Rick has also directed the Rice and Duke 
ministries. He is a summa cum laude graduate 
of both Georgia Tech and Trinity Evangelical 
Divinity School. Rick and his wife, Sonya, live 
in Durham, NC and have three children.

Dr. Carol Lim, pharmaceutics professor and cancer researcher at the University of Utah, with two of her graduate students. 
Science led her away from God in college, but music brought her back to Him in 2007. 

University of Utah
Founded in 1850, the University of Utah (the U), 
in Salt Lake City, is Utah’s flagship university 
and a top-tier research and higher education 
institution.  
• Undergraduates: 23,907 
 Graduate students: 7,608 
• More than 2,600 full-time faculty and one  

Nobel Prize winner (2007), Dr. Mario  
Capecchi, Gene-Targeting Pioneer

• A leading university for creating startup com-
panies based on student and faculty research

• Site of the world’s first permanent artificial 
heart implant

Notable alumni:
• Stephen Covey, educator and author of The 

Seven Habits of Highly Effective People
• J. Willard Marriott, Marriott Corporation 

founder
• Martha Raddatz, chief correspondent for  

ABC News
Go Utes!

Sorenson Molecular Biotechnology Building, Univ. of Utah

“Universities are one of the key institutions of influence in our culture, and professors are the gatekeepers 
who dispense that influence, for better or worse,” notes Dr. Bradley. “God called my wife, Ann, and me to 
be ‘missionaries’ to one of the most strategic and spiritually needy corners of the United States: the public 
university campus.” 

For the past 42 years, Dr. Bradley has been an outstanding role model, excelling in academics while actively 
pursuing opportunities to share Christ. 

Please invite any Christian professors you know to join us for a regional faculty conference this spring. 
Professors will enjoy community with faculty from nearby universities and together explore a common calling 
to the campus and the world. See acommoncall.org

February 19-20, Greenville, SC
March 5, San Diego, CA

April 9, San Luis Obispo, CA
June 4, Bellingham, WA

TBD, Baton Rouge, LA

SAVE THE DATE!
2016 A Common Call Conferences  
Featuring Dr. Walter Bradley, 
Baylor University Distinguished Professor 
of Mechanical Engineering, Emeritus



A University of Florida graduate student 
made a decision for Christ through interac-
tion with her professor and watching the 
way he lived out the gospel.

MIT Chemistry professor Troy Van Voorhis 
spoke on “Why I Believe” to 60 students 
at a Cru outreach there. 

A Rollins College professor led a student 
to Christ during “Personal Hours,” where 
students meet him outside of the office to 
discuss anything but schoolwork.

Defining Moments with God
Faculty Profile: Marianne Herr Glaser, Senior Lecturer in Communication Studies, Clemson University

Frontlines is published by Faculty Commons, the  
faculty ministry of Cru. 

• Editor: Bonnie McGee
• Writers: Ceil Wilson, Patti Culver
• Design: Rich Bostwick

We want to hear from you. Please contact us via email 
at frontlines@facultycommons.org. Faculty Commons, 
2001 West Plano Parkway, Ste. 2700, Plano, TX 75075; 
Ph: 972.516.0516; Web: www.facultycommons.com

§3

§4

Fast Facts:
At the Cru Boston Fall Retreat, a Bentley 
University professor spoke to students 
about how to thrive spiritually in graduate 
school.

Seated with Christ: Living Freely in a Culture of Comparison
 Author’s perspective: Dr. Heather Holleman, Lecturer, English, Penn State University

about that verb, “seated.” I kept repeating, “I’m 
seated with Christ.” This verb, seated, captured 
my heart as I realized Paul was writing about 
this special seat from a prison cell. How could 
Paul feel “seated with Christ” even there? I 
had to know more about this “seated” reality. I 
imagined the security and sense of belonging 
that came with having a seat at the most im-
portant table in the universe with Christ and 
other Christians. 

How would that seated person live? What 
would it feel like to have a special place at 
God’s royal table?

I knew this: I was not living as one who had a 
seat at the table; I lived as one fighting for a seat 
at the table. As a result, I lived a self-conscious, 
self-obsessed life where I compared myself 
to others and felt either jealous or superior. I 
lived imprisoned to the Three A’s: Appearance, 
Affluence, and Achievement. I believed I could 
finally have the seat I’d been waiting for all my 
life based on these categories. 

But when I realized I was already seated at 
the table, I learned to transform the Three A’s 
into another set of verbs. Seated people don’t 
obsess over appearance because they are too 
busy adoring the King. They don’t worship  
affluence because they know they have access 
to God’s riches at all times. Finally, seated peo-
ple don’t worry about achievement anymore 
because they simply abide and inevitably live 
out the “good works prepared in advance for 
[them] to do” as promised in Ephesians 2:10. 

Investing in the Mission
Your financial investment will help us build movements of professors and students to take  
the hope of Jesus Christ to the world. Will you prayerfully consider partnering with us  
in this vital endeavor? All contributions to Faculty Commons are income tax deductible.
Cash donations

Make check payable to Cru and mail to Faculty Commons; 2001 W. Plano Parkway,  
Suite 2700; Plano, Texas 75075. Or invest online: give.cru.org/2271527

Maximize your giving to help reach the world for Christ
Stocks, bonds and mutual funds held for at least a year, which have increased in value  
since the time purchased, will receive extra tax savings when used as a donation. 

Gift and Estate Design
At no charge, professionals at the Great Commission Foundation can  
help you and your financial advisor develop a strategy to meet your  
fiscal goals, minimizing taxes and maximizing Kingdom impact. 

If you need assistance, please contact our Director of Ministry Development,  
Rich McGee at 214-727-6084 or rich.mcgee@facultycommons.org.

Support Faculty Commons Staff Members
As part of Cru, all of our staff members trust God for their salary and ministry expenses.  
You can contribute to individuals at give.cru.org by typing their names in the search box. 

As a Penn State writing instructor obsessed 
with vivid verbs, I never imagined that God 
would use my verb passion to allow me to 
write an entire book on a single verb. How in 
the world did this happen? 

Three years ago, I was invited to speak to a 
group of Cru leaders. I had been examining 
Ephesians 2:6 where Paul writes, “And God 
raised us up with Christ and seated us with 
Him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus.” 
As I wrote my talk, I couldn’t stop thinking 

As her car approached the 
bridge, 17-year-old Mari-
anne Glaser experienced 
one of life’s defining mo-
ments. Though outwardly a 
successful high school stu-
dent, “Inside,” she describes, 

“I felt empty, alone, and had suicidal thoughts.” 
Driving off that bridge was Marianne’s suicide 
method of choice. 

“God, help me!” she cried, and an instan-
taneous change occurred. Joy replaced empti-
ness and loneliness. “I began to live a life 
guided by God’s greatest purpose,” Marianne 
explains. She had no idea then how God would 
use her to influence so many lives in the future.

One-fifth of Clemson students take Mari-
anne’s class during their undergraduate years. 
When one of her student evaluations read, 
“There’s something different about Mrs. Gla-
ser,” it prompted Marianne to think, “I am the 
one getting the credit, but they are not seeing 
the One who is in me who deserves all that 
praise.” How could she let her students know 
that Jesus was the reason she was different?

Faculty Commons staff representative John 
Lancaster provided the answer she sought. 
Marianne posted the story of her personal 
 

Pray that the Lord’s message will spread rapidly and be honored wherever it goes, just as when 
it came to you. – 2 Thessalonians 3:1
1.  Pray Christian professors across the country would become increasingly oriented to 

God’s story, developing tender hearts and humble minds.
2. Ask God to raise up a new generation of talented, Christ-following professors to serve 

God in the academy for 30-40 years. Pray He would do this in each discipline and in 
every university.

Join with us in Prayer

I rejoiced that I already had a seat at the 
table. I could now enjoy Jesus and love others 
well without needing attention or recognition. 
And just like Paul, who knew this reality even 
from a cold, dark prison cell, I can experience 
being seated at the Greatest Table with the 
Greatest King no matter where I am or what’s 
happening to me. 

This truth has changed everything about me. 

My journey of finally taking my seat became 
this book that now hopefully helps others un-
derstand their identity in Christ. 

Designed for Bible studies and book clubs, 
Seated with Christ has discussion questions at 
the end of each chapter. I hope this book helps 
you encounter Jesus afresh through this over-
looked verb. 

journey to faith on Faculty Commons’ website 
MeetTheProf.com. Now, at the beginning of 
each semester, she gives her students a link to 
her story. “If you don’t see Jesus in me through 
my words and actions this semester,” she tells 
them, “I invite you to hold me accountable.” 
That opens a floodgate for many conversa-
tions!

Austin remembers rolling his eyes when he 
heard those words in the fall of 2014. But one 
month later he found himself “in a very dark 

place” and planned a suicide attempt. As he 
sat there, ready to die, he called out to God, “If 
you’re real, give me strength and show me!” 

Just as He had done for Marianne, God gave 
Austin a defining moment. In the next few days 
several people invited him to various Christian 
activities.  He knew it was not a coincidence! 

Austin remembered Marianne’s words on 
the first day of class and how she treated 

people with kindness. “She showed me what 
a Christian is like by her actions,” he explains. 
He later went to her office and told her how she 
had impacted his life. They still meet regularly. 

Marianne is grateful for the Faculty Com-
mons group at Clemson. “Before, I felt alone 
as a Christian faculty,” she says. “I now have an 
entire community of believers that emboldens 
and empowers me as a Christian!”  

Clemson University lecturer Marianne Glaser meets regular-
ly with students like Austin (pictured above).  Austin views 
her as “a wise, older friend who gives great advice and as a 
role model who lives out the gospel.” 2015 Nilson Award Winner: Dr. Sam Matteson

Each year one outstanding Christian professor in the U.S. is selected by Faculty Com-
mons to receive the Nilson* Award. This year’s recipient is Dr. Sam Matteson, recently 
retired University of North Texas Distinguished Teaching Professor Emeritus (physics). 
Living out his faith as a popular professor and as chairman in three different departments 
at UNT, Dr. Matteson consistently showed the love of Christ to colleagues and students. 
On the first day of class, he regularly introduced himself as a Christian, and he taught 
other professors how to winsomely do the same. You could often find Dr. Matteson in the 
Student Union meeting students for lunch to discuss life’s important issues!

*Dr. Erick Nilson was a professor at Kansas State, where he started both the student and 
faculty ministry for Cru. The award is given in his memory—this is the 25th annual award.  


