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A Window into America’s Universities

The Power of the
Whole
The synergy of Cru high school, college, grad and
faculty groups together. § 1
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Breaking Barriers
to Faith
University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire profs engage
in The Reason for God study groups. § 2

The Power of the Whole
Rick Hove, Faculty Commons Executive Director

In July over
5,000 Cru staff
gathered at Colorado State University for our
biennial staff
conference. As I gazed across
the crammed basketball arena
on opening night, I was captured by the power of the whole.
Two-thirds of these staff serve in the Campus Ministry. The scope of Cru’s U.S. Campus
Ministry is every high school, college, and grad
student, as well as every faculty member of
every high school and university in America.
Such a vast and comprehensive vision can
overwhelm—we surely cannot do this on our
own—yet there is great power in the all-inclusive nature of this vision.
High school students become college students. As many as one-third of the college
graduates involved in Cru ministries become
graduate students. From these graduate students God raises up a new generation of
Christ-following professors.
There is synergy in working with the whole;
thriving high school Cru groups generate

§2

more, and stronger, Cru college groups. And
vice versa. Thriving graduate student groups
result in more Christ-following professors.
And vice versa.
ALL professors were at one time graduate
students. ALL graduate students were at one
time undergrads. ALL undergrads were once
high school students.
There is power in the whole—and working
with the whole gives us resources to help each
particular piece of the whole:
• Education professors associated with Faculty Commons train and resource education
majors involved in Cru who prepare to be
high school teachers. Upon graduation these
newly minted teachers then lead high school
groups with Cru where they teach.
• College students involved with Cru frequently step off of their campuses to lead
Cru groups on nearby high schools.
• Grad students who were involved in Cru are
able to launch grad student ministries on
new campuses and often provide leadership
for Cru undergraduate groups.
It is no secret—at least the most reliable surveys seem to confirm this—that at elite research universities there is a paucity of Christfollowing professors. Different theories are
espoused for this, but can anything be done
about it?
One “can’t miss” strategy seems to flow from
the “power of the whole.” If we build strong

Breaking the Barriers to Faith
Ministry Profile: Dave and Tamara Johnson, University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire
Five years ago Dave
Johnson was at a turning point in his career
with Cru. After thirty
fruitful years in Wisconsin—16 of those
years directing Cru’s
student ministry at the University of Wisconsin in Eau Claire (UWEC)—he sensed the Lord
leading him in a new direction.
Faculty ministry had always been “a back
burner interest” for Dave. Early in his career
at UWEC, he noticed how influential professors were. He began reaching out to them and
launched a Christian faculty fellowship in
1986. The professors provided the leadership
for this group; one of these Christian professors even launched a similar group while teach-

ing for a year in Texas.
In 2011, faculty ministry moved from Dave’s
back burner to the front burner. Dave took
up a new full-time challenge: joining Faculty
Commons staff to build spiritual movements
of professors alongside Christian students to
reach UWEC with the good news of God’s love
and forgiveness.
Dave had experience in building spiritual
movements among students. “You talk to as
many students on campus as you can,” he explains, “find the Christians, and identify those
who are not Christians but are interested in
spiritual things.”
To talk to as many professors as possible,
Dave developed a 10-minute faculty interview
to learn about professors’ spiritual beliefs and
find those who are interested in exploring spir-
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Faculty & Students:
Teammates in Paris

Jesus Outside the
Lines

University of Florida faculty member Kate
Fletcher joined Cru students for outreach. § 3

Scott Sauls᾿ book urges Christians toward
kindness and civility in cultural conflicts. § 4

grad student ministries across the country it
will doubtless help us send more Christ-following professors into the academy.
A vivid example is Devon, who was involved
with Cru as a student at Northeastern University, and then went to graduate school at Penn
State. She became involved in our grad ministry there, and God used her to lead a friend in
grad school to Christ. That student is now a
key leader in the Penn State grad ministry,
working on her Ph.D. in Education to be a professor!
Although Cru has had graduate student
ministries on some campuses for years, this
summer we in Faculty Commons were charged
with developing a national graduate student
strategy for Cru, vitally involving the resources
of our faculty ministry as well as the undergraduate student ministry. This is an exciting
new endeavor, so please pray for us.

I can’t think of a more critical mission than
that of the U.S. Campus Ministry. God has
blessed Cru with the power of the whole, and
called us to, arguably, one of the most strategic
mission fields in the world: every student and
faculty member in every high school and university.
These campuses are where lives, and the
world, are shaped. Thank you for partnering
with Faculty Commons and the rest of the U.S.
Campus Ministry to help bring the hope of Jesus Christ to each and every student, professor,
and campus.
Executive Director of Faculty Commons since
2005, Rick has also directed the Rice and Duke
ministries. He is a summa cum laude graduate
of both Georgia Tech and Trinity Evangelical
Divinity School. Rick and his wife Sonya live in
Durham, NC and have three children.

Inspiring messages at Cru’s national staff conference centered around our continuing commitments to share the good
news locally and beyond our borders to the people of the world, to becoming a more partnership-friendly organization,
and to ethnic diversity.

itual issues further. He spends time every week
interacting with professors, inviting them to
participate.
Research has shown that professors as a
group are more likely to be atheistic or agnostic than the general population. “The biggest
surprise from my interviews,” Dave says, “is
that so many professors have never weighed
the evidence and investigated Jesus Christ for
themselves. They’ve just been socialized into
unbelief.”
So now Dave’s interview includes the question, “Would you be open to meeting with other faculty to discuss tough topics out of Tim
Keller’s book The Reason for God?” He’s found
Keller’s book to be an effective way to explain
the Christian faith to skeptics and deal with
their intellectual barriers to faith.

To date, 19 UWEC professors have participated in The Reason for God discussion groups.
This upcoming school year, Dave is challenging the Christian professors to start their own
discussion groups. God uses these groups to
open the minds of spiritually hungry professors to the truth of the gospel.
Dave’s favorite moment occurred in the
middle of one of these discussions on campus.
The group was wrestling with the chapter titled
“There Can’t Be Just One True Religion.” The
conversation turned to the concept of grace,
which is unique to Christianity. Suddenly, a
professor looked up and exclaimed, “Oh! I get
it!” “When I talked to her later,” Dave relates,
“I found out that was the moment she became
a Christian.”

University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire

Dr. Doug Matthews, Chair of Psychology, is a part of the
Christian faculty leadership team and will lead a discussion
group on The Reason for God with other faculty this fall.

The University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire was
founded in 1916 as a teachers college. UWEC is now
a public liberal arts university. It has been called
“Wisconsin’s most beautiful campus” because of its
scenic location on the Chippewa River.
• Total enrollment 10,383
• For two decades US News & World Report has
named UWEC one of the best public regional
universities in the Midwest
• The Princeton Review compares UWEC favorably
with much larger schools in its variety of majors
and minors
• UWEC is recognized nationally for quality
academics and high return on investment
• Students are referred to as “Blugolds,” a name
coined to reflect the school colors, navy blue
and old gold

Centennial Hall houses UW-Eau Claire’s College of Education and Human Sciences.
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Faculty and Students: Teammates in Paris
Faculty Profile: Kate Fletcher, Lecturer, Family, Youth, and Community Sciences, University of Florida
French students at two universities in Paris experienced an unusual encounter
with an American professor
this summer. Unlike most
of their French professors,
she was interested in getting
to know them personally. And because she is
a follower of Christ, she told them about her
personal relationship with God.
Kate Fletcher, a lecturer in the department of
Family, Youth, and Community Sciences at the
University of Florida (UF), spent two weeks in
May with Cru’s six-week Paris summer mission. The group of 21 Cru students and staff
split up into pairs to strike up conversations
with students on campus, looking specifically
for those who were interested in having spiritual conversations.
They did not find many. Skeptical, postChristian Europeans can take years to warm
up to the good news of God’s love and forgiveness through Jesus. But Kate encouraged the
American students to persevere, reminding
them that they were planting seeds that could
bear fruit later.
“It took 2½ years of exposure to a Christian
community for me to become a Christian,” she

told them. Kate’s roommate in her freshman
year patiently invited her to do things with
Christian friends. “She asked me questions.
She got to know me,” Kate remembers. “She
was the hands and feet of Jesus to me.”
Some of her professors were also Christians
and played a similar role in her life. “They
talked about faith and spirituality; they encouraged me to pray,” Kate remembers. “Oneon-one they poured into me. They were like
surrogate parents.”
Kate has adopted a servant attitude toward
students in her own career as a professor. And
students notice the difference.
“At first I was a little apprehensive and intimidated about having a professor as part of
our team,” remembers UF student Anna. But
a little exposure to Kate dispelled those fears.
“Kate didn’t make us feel like we were inferior
to her,” Anna explains. “She loved us fiercely
as Jesus does.”
Kate shared an apartment with seven of the
female students on the trip. “It was important
to live with them and be in community with
them,” she explains. Coffee and breakfast together, doing hair together, late-night girl-talk
time—all offered opportunities for Kate to
mentor these students as her professors had

once mentored her.
The rest of the girls and even the male students on the team would invite themselves
over so they could talk with Kate. They shared
with her their struggles with parental approval; talked about love, sex, and marriage;
and sought her counsel about their future life
direction.
Kate set a tone of vulnerability for the group
that continued after she left. “Each discussion
was a safe place to share all of our struggles,
doubts, and worries,” Anna explains. “We
didn’t have to be ‘fake’ or ‘perfect’ around each
other.”
Both the French and the American students
felt loved and cared for by this American professor. “God used Kate to show everyone she

met the power of His redeeming love and
amazing grace,” Anna notes. “It was awesome
to watch!”

Join with us in Prayer
Pray that the Lord’s message will spread rapidly and be honored wherever it goes, just as when
it came to you. – 2 Thessalonians 3:1
1. Pray for each freshman who begins this fall. This is a critical moment in his or her life.
2. Pray for each new professor who begins this fall, that God would work in her or his life.
3. Pray for leaders and funding for our new national graduate student ministry.
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The staff, students, and faculty of Cru’s 2015 Paris Summer Mission pose in front of the Eiffel Tower. University of Florida
faculty member Kate Fletcher (on the right with her leg in the air) joined the team for two of the mission’s six weeks, reaching
out to students at two universities in Paris with the love of Christ.

Jesus Outside the Lines: A Way Forward for Those
Who are Tired of Taking Sides
Book review by Dr. Sam Matteson, Distinguished Teaching Professor Emeritus, Physics, University of North Texas
Ours is a contentious age. Strident voices
dominate the public square. Our campuses, no
longer (if they ever were) ivory towers of calm
reason, are now battlegrounds of opinion and
competing agenda. Often the first casualty of
conflict is civility.
This troubles me. In these debates, what
difference does it make to my personal “rules
of engagement” that I claim to be a Christfollower? I have begun to learn the answer to
that question in Scott Sauls’ recent book, Jesus

Outside the Lines: A Way Forward for Those
Who are Tired of Taking Sides.
Sauls suggests that our addiction to “outrage porn”— an intense state of perpetual
furiousness—devours us from the inside out.
He reminds us that “Jesus taught us a different
way…. He loves to meet us in places where we
least expect him, in the lives of other believers
with whom we disagree on important but lessthan-essential beliefs.”
I am reminded that Jesus was not a Republican or a Democrat, not a zealot or a publican—although he included in his rag-tag band
of disciples diverse individuals of all political
stripes. Nevertheless, I confess that I find it
challenging to read posts from my Facebook
friends whose views vary radically from my
own.
Sauls encourages me: “Do we need any more
reason than this to extend kindness to those
who don’t see things as we do? Having received
such grace, Christians have a compelling reason to be remarkably gracious, inviting and
endearing toward others, including and especially those who disagree with us…. When the
grace of Jesus sinks in, we will be among the
least offended and most loving people in the
world.”
This is not easy for me by nature; but then Jesus did not call us to do what comes naturally.
Instead, He invites us to be reborn from above
by the Spirit, to have the mind of Christ. Scott

Sauls explores what this means on the ground,
unpacking in 210 very readable pages how we
can more fruitfully engage with others—those
of our Christian tribe as well as those outside
the lines of Christianity.
I commend this book—both to believers
and to those as yet unpersuaded by the Jesus
Way—because of the gospel truth within it

and the accessibility of its gracious exposition.
We have value in Christ, period. As Sauls concludes, “We no longer have to caricature, put
others in their place, compete, or take sides
in order to feel esteem. In and through Jesus,
we already are esteemed. What could be better
than that?”

Investing in the Mission
Your financial investment will help us build movements of professors and students to take
the hope of Jesus Christ to the world. Will you prayerfully consider partnering with us
in this vital endeavor? All contributions to Faculty Commons are tax deductible.
Cash donations
Make your check payable to Cru and mail to Faculty Commons; 2001 W. Plano Parkway,
Suite 2700; Plano, Texas 75075. Or invest online: give.cru.org/2271527
Maximize your giving to help reach the world for Christ
Stocks, bonds and mutual funds held for at least a year, which have increased in value since
the time purchased, will receive extra tax savings when used as a donation.
Gift and Estate Design
At no charge, professionals at the Great Commission Foundation can
help you and your financial advisor develop a strategy to meet your
fiscal goals, minimizing taxes and maximizing Kingdom impact.
If you need assistance, please contact our Director of Ministry Development,
Rich McGee at 214-727-6084 or rich.mcgee@facultycommons.org.
Support Faculty Commons Staff
As part of Cru, all of our staff trust God for their salary and ministry expenses. You can contribute directly to individual staff at give.cru.org by typing their name in the search box.

Fast Facts:
After a Faculty Commons conference for
Christian professors, a Georgia State professor initiated a gospel conversation with a
colleague and led her to faith in Christ.

A Penn State prof introduced herself in class
as a Christian, resulting in a good discussion
with a student who asked, “How did you
choose Christianity over other religions?”

In May, an Ole Miss biology professor joined
nine students and Cru staff from his campus
on a mission to students and faculty at the
University of Rome.

University of Texas Christian students wrote
34 “thank-a-prof” notes to professors, delivered by Faculty Commons staff, opening the
door for introductions and conversations.
Frontlines is published by Faculty Commons, the
faculty ministry of Cru.
• Editor: Bonnie McGee
• Writer: Ceil Wilson
• Design: Rich Bostwick
We want to hear from you. Please contact us via email
at frontlines@facultycommons.org. Faculty Commons,
2001 West Plano Parkway, Ste. 2700, Plano, TX 75075;
Ph: 972.516.0516; Web: www.facultycommons.com

